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The California Youth Advocacy Network changes the tobacco use culture in California’s youth population, 
colleges and universities, military installations, and other young adult communities by providing knowledge, 
skills, and tools to create local change for healthier communities.

CYAN offers the following:

• Technical Assistance

• Trainings

• Statewide Advocacy and Policy Campaigns

• Educational Materials and Publications

• Opportunities for Networking

Funded by the California Department

of Public Health – Tobacco Control 

Program

California Youth Advocacy Network
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CYAN Staff 



A Powerful Tool for Engaging Community Members
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Webinar Series
Photovoice in Tobacco Control

Preparing Partners to Capture and Identify Community 
Problems

Turning Images Into Action
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•Provide an overview of what Photovoice is
• History and framework of Photovoice

•Discuss why you should use Photovoice
• Why it’s useful in partnering with youth and community members to address tobacco

•Intro to how to use Photovoice



#
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History of Photovoice

6



#
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The power of photography to expose injustice
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Draws on 3 Disciplines

Critical reflection on how personal experience 
links to social injustice

Emphasizes the importance of personal voice
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What Photovoice IS and what it ISN’T
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Why Use Photovoice?

Accessible Fun and Creative Easy to Do Storytelling Document Problem



Identify the 

Problem

Gather 

Information

Identify a 

Solution

Create a 

Plan

Take Action

Evaluate

Cycle of Advocacy



See the problem

• You(th) are targets of the 

industry

Understand the problem

• It’s their lived experience 

Recognize you(th) can be part of the 

solution

• Policy will change norms
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• You have a specific action you want people to take.Inspire Action

• Your issue needs community support and attention.Raise Awareness

• You want to influence decision makers.Inform Policy Makers

• You are working with a disenfranchised group.Empower Individuals

• You need to better understand how something is 

impacting a community.Gather Data
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• There’s insufficient time to go through each step of 

the process.Limited Time

• No trained staff to facilitate the process and 

discussion.
No Facilitator

• Problem is difficult to capture visually (or problematic 

to capture visually).Poor Visualization

• Project is not something the community wants to 

work on and address.

Lack Community Buy-

In

• The project doesn’t result in creating change in the 

community.No Action
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Key Components of 
Photovoice Projects



Define 
project

Take photos

Recruit 
participants

Build 
cohesive 

team

Technical 
training

Discuss 
ethics + 
safety

Maintain 
engagement

Community 
sharing

Presentation 
training

Discuss, 
reflect, 
choose

Leverage 
into action

Explain 
process
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PhotoVoice Skill Definition Outcome

Visual Literacy The ability to interpret, negotiate, and 
make meaning from information 
presented in the form of an image 

Through Photovoice, partners learn to become 
aware of and critique their visual environment. 

Research skills Studious inquiry or examination Partners generate new knowledge and 
awareness of issues in their community that is 
used to create change. 

Advocacy An activity by an individual or group which 
aims to influence decisions within political, 
economic, and social systems and 
institutions. 

Photos create advocacy platform!

Critical Thinking Disciplined thinking that is clear 
rational, open-
minded, and informed by evidence

Youth need to develop critical thinking skills 
needed in order to combat the manipulative 
messages in tobacco marketing and advertising. 

Teamwork skills Ability to be able to work well with others Youth can communicate clearly, participate and 
lead group discussions, and understand the 
strengths of themselves and others



“

Is Photovoice right for you?





Project leader receives training on 
what Photovoice is and how to 

facilitate the process





Photovoice is a powerful tool for advocacy for youth 
and adults conducting tobacco control advocacy

In Summary

Empowers individuals to show their community, their 
experiences, and the changes they wish to see in 
unique ways

Photovoice is intended to initiate the conversation and 
process of social change
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Remember…if your project doesn’t contain critical elements around 
empowerment and advocacy, it’s not Photovoice…it’s just youth or community 

members taking photos (and that’s okay, too).
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October 30, 2018

PHOTOVOICE (part 2)
PREPARING PARTNERS TO CAPTURE AND IDENTIFY
COMMUNITY PROBLEMS
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Cohesion

Photos: cc US Air Force, Imagen Subliminal, Mike Gifford

Reflection

Discussion



kim@cyanonline.org

kidan@cyanonline.org

QUESTIONS?

tobaccoeval@ucdavis.edu

theodros.gashaw@lung.org
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THANK YOU!


